
 

 

 

  

 

 

Conference sub-themes in detail 
 

sparqs Conference – Thursday 28th March 2019 
Surgeons’ Hall, Edinburgh 

 
The theme for the conference is ‘Student Engagement for All’, and proposals were invited 

across the following five sub-themes: 

 

Engaging the diversity of students 
This sub-theme focuses on developments to create student engagement activities that reflect 

the diversity of the student population, ensuring that all those who wish to engage have 

appropriate ways in which to do so. This may include systems and structures related to 

engaging students across different modes of study, such as PGR students, those studying at a 

distance and transnational campuses, or in cross-disciplinary environments. It will also include 

initiatives aimed at harnessing and using the voice of students with protected characteristics, as 

well as those related to the widening participation agenda, such as socio-economic status and 

care experience. We would be particularly keen to hear about intersectional approaches to 

student engagement.  

 

Student engagement and co-creation of the curriculum 
This sub-theme looks at creative approaches that enable students to work in sustained and 

meaningful partnerships to co-create knowledge and the curriculum. We are interested in 

hearing about initiatives that have enabled students to shape and develop the curricula around 

issues that they want to prioritise, such as de-colonisation, mental well-being and sustainability. 

We are also interested to hear about approaches that have worked to help foster the creative, 

empowering and supportive environment needed to allow this sort of co-creation to flourish. 

 

Demonstrating impact and addressing institutional and national priorities 
This sub-theme explores how engaging a wide range of learners from across the student 

population can help institutions to demonstrate impact and address internal and external 

priorities. We are keen to learn how you have used student engagement to contribute to formal 

reporting and quality processes, such as ELIR, HGIOC, Outcome Agreements and Gender Action 

Plans. Work being done in relation to the current Enhancement Theme is also welcome, such as 

partnership methods of working with feedback from students and other evidence, in order to 

identify priority areas for development and jointly shape solutions. It will also consider how 

embracing a culture of student engagement for all can help institutions to tackle national 

priorities such as improving retention and widening access. 

 

Engagement throughout the learner journey 
This sub-theme focuses on what is happening in relation to student engagement at different 

points in and across stages of the learner journey. One part of this will highlight work being 

done to ensure that the sector is building a pipeline of active and engaged students, and we 

would like to hear about work taking place with school pupils and apprentices. The sub-theme 

will also consider key transitions in the learner journey, such as articulation, and students 

shaping how these transitions work.  

 

Building capacity  
This sub-theme of the programme reflects the fact that meaningful student engagement does 

not happen by accident – it needs to be an explicit focus of work at an individual, departmental, 

institutional and sectoral level. It will look at staff development, and work being done to upskill 

staff and build their capacity to develop good student engagement. It will also cover activities 

happening at a more strategic, institutional level, such as Student Partnership Agreements, as 

well as the use of data and surveys to monitor, measure, evaluate and ultimately develop 

student engagement activities. We would also like to hear about initiatives that have built 

capacity by identifying and overcoming specific barriers to student engagement.  

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Proposals 
 

We welcomed proposals related to practice as well as strategies and policy making. Our focus is 

on creating a cohesive agenda around the overarching theme, ‘Student Engagement for All’, 

allowing delegates to showcase work, share expertise and learn from good practice. 

 

Proposals were invited in the following formats: 

 

 Presentations: 

30 minutes are allocated to presentations, with time for around five minutes for Q&A. 

 

 Workshops: 

75 minutes are allocated to workshops. These should be participatory and enable 

delegates to discuss and debate issues. 

 

 Posters and displays: 

Poster/display sessions provide opportunities for presentation of innovative 

developments and practice, and enable face-to-face discussion. They will take place 

during lunch and the morning and afternoon breaks. Poster proposals should be no 

larger than A0 size in portrait orientation. 

 

 

Submitting proposals 
 

The call for proposals is now closed. The deadline for submitting proposals was Friday 12th 

October 2018.  

 

We hope to be in a position to notify successful proposers in late October. If you are accepted to 

deliver a presentation or workshop you will be required to submit the full presentation to us by 

the end of Thursday 14th March 2019. 

 

If you have any questions about submitting a proposal, please contact Lindsay Isaacs on 

lindsay.isaacs@sparqs.ac.uk. 
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